BRITISH   POLICY
distinct military advantage in the past.1 By thus making use
of the Movement, H.M. Government hoped to hasten the
defeat of the Turks and to acquire additional compensatory
advantages in Mesopotamia, as well as in Palestine, to offset
the possible stalemate in Europe. They were also anxious to
achieve along the lines of the Sykes-Picot Agreement and the
correspondence between the Sharif of Mecca and Sir Henry
McMahon,2 an unchallengable position in the Middle East.3
General Maude had protested against the proclamation
issued in accordance with this policy, but under his name,
after the fall of Baghdad as being unnecessary and ill-timed.
He had held that the proclamation as well as the policy would
create confusion in the minds of the Arabs as to the future
intentions of Great Britain, and would unduly arouse their
hopes and ambitions at a time when the authority of the
British Army must remain supreme and unquestioned in the
Occupied Territories.
General Maude was also doubtful as to the military benefits
to be derived from the application of the proposals of H.M.
Government towards the Arabs,4 although the Chief Political
Officer, Sir Percy Cox, thought that Arab assistance in definite
instances, as by the cAmarat section of the 'Anaiza tribe,
numbering about 5000 rifles under Fahad Beg ibn Hadhdhal,5
1	Summary of telegram, Chief of Imperial General Staff to General Officer
Commanding, Baghdad, May i6th, 1917.  The reference to military advantages
of the Movement is hardly a reference to Egypt, as suggested in O.H., Vol. iv,
p. 6, but more probably to operations in the Hijaz.
2	Notably. Letters, Sir H. McMahon to Sharif Husain, October 34th; Decem-
ber I4th,  1915; January 35th, 1916    Sharif Husain to Sir H. McMahon,
November 5th, 1915; January ist, 1916.
8 O.H., Vol. iv, p. 43, 'In Mesopotamia one of our main guiding factors was
our anxiety for the safety of India5.
4	Telegram, General Officer Commanding, Baghdad, to Chief of Imperial
General Staff, June ist, 1917, cited, O H., Vol. iv, p 9.
5	The 'Arnarat section ranged over the eastern half of the Syrian desert, from
Karbala as far north as Dair az-Zur, and also shared with the Dulaim pastures
between the Euphrates and the wells of Muhaiwir and al-Mat. Arab Tribes of
Baghdad Wilayet, July, 1918 (Baghdad, 1918); A Handbook of Mesopotamia
(prepared on behalf of the Admiralty and the_War Office, by Naval Staff,
Into
jLJu«.ci^6ciAv.  Department, 1918, and ed., 5 vols.), Vol I, p. 103 (hereafter Hand-
book of Meso.y, Note on Nomadic Arab Tribes (Baghdad, 1919).
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